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WINRADIO’s AX-31B Planar Log-Periodic Antenna

nce in a while an unusual, out-of-the o-li-
Onary product comes our way that rei |

deserves attention. Such is the case
WINRADIO’s AX-31B antenna. It's a compa
indoor VHF/UHF directional antenna with a bu
in amplifier — great for scanner users — or v
any VHF/UHF receiver. The frequency rangeis :
to 1400 MHz.
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“Constructed of high impact plastic,
this opaque black rectangular marvel
can be mounted anywhere indoors.”

When the company said they were sendin
antenna for review, naturally | expected a pr
large box — after all, it was an antenna they \
sending! The thin book-sized package arrived 1
WINRADIO, and much to my surprise it was
antenna! It's just a little larger than the maga
you're holding right now, and weighs practice I
nothing — only 9 oz. (without a small 9-volt b t
tery attached). Constructed of high impact pla t
this opaque black rectangular marvel can be me J -
ed anywhere indoors. | used the mounting adhe ;i  Connecting the supplied six-foot cable to the antenna. The other end termi-
sticking it to a west-facing window. The antenr 1 nates in a BNC connector — perfect for your scanner.
large white arrow points north/northwest —
direction | want to “point” the antenna for b
reception of signals from Newark, Woodbridge, r.u
Metuchen, New Jersey.
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tower, relatively few taxiing aircraft and only sporadic trans-
Set Up And Performance missions from Metuchen and Woodbridge police and fire
Reconnecting the WINRADIO antenna greatly improved sig
Setting up this compact antenna was a breeze; decide winalestrength — so much so that in fact I've decided to semi-pe
you want to mount the antenna — the wall, on the glass afanently mount it on the window frame so | can unhook it, an
nearby window, hidden in a bookcase or behind a curtain take it to another room or out on the patio (keeping it away fror
anywhere — then connect the supplied cable (a long, quatitgisture, of course) in order to catch signals from Philadelphi
six-foot cable), twist the BNC at the other end onto your scaamd points south.
ner, and flip a small switch to “on” and hear the action. It's pret-A concern with amplified antennas is that they frequently als
ty simple and straight forward. Now, I'll admit that at first | waamplify noise and hash — definitely the type of “signals” you
a bit skeptical, and my expectations for the antenna weredtin’'t want to hear. There was very little amplified noise pre
high, but | was about to be shocked by this small miracle wodent on most signals. Remember, everything is a trade-off.
er that’s the size of a sheet of paper! you live in an area that restricts outdoor antennas, you're in luc
Much of my listening fare is aircraft — Newark Internationalsing this great WiNRADIO communications antenna. Cost o
airport is only a few miles north. My regular antenna is a disetup other than a 9-volt battery is zero — as compared to hoi
cone mounted on a pole near the top of our two-story housg. a couple of RadioShack poles, buying mounting hardwat
Much of the time, as with many antennas, it pulls in signals and cable to your radio. Of course this antenna certainly isn
it is after all an omnidirectional antenna — from all over. Gueas outdoor yagi or discone mounted 30-feet in the air, either.
what? I've found a new, near-perfect — and indoor — anterfisaind many excellent uses for the WiNRADIO AX-31B anten-
with the WINRADIO antenna! Signals from the tower came ima; it's stealthy, has excellent amplifier gain (advertised as 2
loud and clear. Disconnecting the antenna | changed to a B} and forward gain (spec sheet says it’s 6.0 dBi) and will cel
ber duck and heard nothing. | then switched to a telescopiamply outperform that rubber-duck antenna that came with yot
whip antenna and was able to hear some transmissions fronhtmedheld or the telescoping whip antenna that came with yo



The WINRADIO AX-31B antenna being positioned for mounting or
D —— the window frame.

A small switch turns on the antenna, activating a small red LED.

UHF antennas ¢fr example discones),

“Its construction — even though its deSigneddr indoor use Orﬂ' especialy for indoor pofessional and

— is high quality throughout”

amaeur gplications’ | agree 100%! Its

base scanneWiNRADIO says it's espe

constuction — e/en though i designed
for indoor use oyl — is high quality
when using an>¢emal paver suppy. throughout. Keeg it home installed on a

cially suitable for their 1000/1500/3000 Whatever you do, dort transmit with this  window or wall, but dont forget to bing

Seies of ecevers.

For frequent or contimous use the
compaly recommendsqu gply extemal
DC power instead of using a ®Bit ba-
tery. | was dle to get seeral hous of con
tinuous use im a standak alkaline b&
tery before noticing a diference in
receved signal sength. WNRADIO
provides simple instrctions br connect

antenna — i a eceve-only amplified it along when taveling — it's perect for
VHF/UHF indoor antenna. a \vacdion!

As an amgeur opeator, | did find it the For mowre information on the
perfect antennadt heaing ebouta doen WINRADIO AX-31B which sells br
or so egional two-meter fequencies on $129.95, contact WRADIO Comnuni-
my homéorew recever; | can monitor cations dinfo@winradio.com. \it their
portions of the band and then use/ moutstanding wbsite @ www.winradio.
handheld to mak contact. com and be serto tell them gu read

WINRADIO saysthe antennais“ale  about the AX-31B eceving antenna in

ing a 220 ohmaesistor onto the antennacost altenaive to cowmentional VHF/ Popular Commnicéions |

(Reprinted with pemission fom Rpular Commnicaions, dly 2002)



